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OF THE GRETE APPAREL OF SHIPPES 
THE FRENCHMEN MADE TO PASSE 
INTO ENGLAND TEN'TH YEAR OF 
RICHARD II. 


Tre yong French king Charles, and his 
uncle the duke of Burgoyn, and conſtable of 


Fraunce, had great deſyre and affection to go 


with an army into England, and all knightes 
and ſquires of Fraunce did very well agree 
thereunto, ſaiying, why ſhould not we once go 
into Englande to ſee the countrie, and to learne 
the pathes of the ſame, as they have done in 
Fraunce ? So that forthwith great proviſion 
and furnyture for that voyage was made in 
Fraunce on all ſydes, and taxes and tallages ſet 
and aſſeſſed upon the cities, townes, and bur- 
geſſes of the — and in the plaine countries, 
that in an hundreth yere before there had beene 
none ſuch ſeene nor heard of. And alſo great 
proviſion made by ſea all the ſommer tyme 
untill the moneth of September, they did no- 
thing elſe, but grinde corne, and bake biſket. 
and at 'Tornay, Liſle, Doway, Arras, Amiens, 
Bethine, Saint Omers, and in all the townes 
about Scluſe, they were occupied to lyke pur- 

422 poſe. 


24 


poſe “. For the Frenche king, by the adviſe 


of his counſaile, purpoſed to take the ſea at 


Scluſe, and ſo to enter England, and to deſtroy 
the ſame. They that were riche men in the 
realme of Fraunce to the ayde and furniture of 
this voyage, were taxed and ſeaſed at the thirde 
penny and fourth parte of their goodes, and 
many payd more than they were worth beſides. 
And from Spain, and from the port of Civile 
to Pruſe, there was no great ſhip on the ſea 
that the Frenchmen could lay theyr handes 
upon neyther any ſhip that was under their 
obeyſance, but they were reteyned for the 
French king. And his men, and his other 
proviſion came from all partes and arryved in 
1 both wyne, ſalt, fleſhe, fiſhe, 
 otes, hay, onyons, biſket, flower, egges in 


pipes, and all manner of thinges that could be 


devyſed, ſo that the proviſion was ſo great as it 


could not be beleved of any, but of ſuch 


as ſawe jt. Beſydes this, lordes, knightes, 


eſquires, and men of warre, were written unto 


and deſyred to come and ſerve the French 
king in this journey, out of Savoy, Almaine, 
and from the ſonne goyng downe to the lande 
vf the erle of Arminack. And ſo theſe lordes 
of farre countries, as the earle of Savoye was 


retayned with 500 ſpeares. Alſo the earle of 


The Frenchmen never ſhewed more vanitie than they 
did this year, ſince the linage of Capetes began firſt to 
rule in France. All the ſhips that they conlde provide 
from the confines of Spaine, unto the mouth of the Rhine, 
ll along the coaſt, they aſſembled at Sluis. Holinſhed. 


Arminack, 


* 


(s) 
Arminack, and the Dolphyn of Annerency, 
though they were of farre countries, yet they 
made their proviſions ſo great and coſtly, that 
it was a great marveyle to thinke thereof : And 
it was a wonder to conſider from whence ſuch 
proviſion came, what by land, and what by 
ſea, into Flaundyrs, as to Bruges, to Dan, and 
to Scluſe. Alſo thete was ſent for into Hol- 
land, Zeland, Middlebourgh, Zirickzee, Dord- 
right, Stonehove, and to all other townes on 
the ſea-coaſt, and to the rivers enteryng into 
the ſea, for all manner of ſhippes that could do 
any ſervice, and all were brought to Scluce. - 
But the Hollanders and Zelanders ſayd to them 
bat reteyned them, if ye will have our ſervice, 
pay us our wages cieerly, or elſe we will not go 19 
any porte, and ſo they were payde, wherein they 
did wiſely, And (ſayth Froyſſart) I thinke 
that ſithen the creation of the worlde, there 
was never ſene together ſo many great ſhippes 
as were at the tyme at Scluſe, and at Blan- 
querge: for, in the moneth of September, in 
the ſayde yere, they were numbred to be 
1287 ſhippes at Scluſe : and their maſtes ſeemed 
in the ſea lyke a great wood or foreſt. And 
the Conſtable of Fraunce, his ſhip, was ap- 
parayled and furniſhed at Lenterginer in Bri- 
teyn. Alſo the Conſtable of Fraunce cauſed to be 
made in Briteyn of tymber, a Cloſure for a towne 
made like a parke, that when they had taken lande 
in Englande, to cloſe in their fielde to lodge therein 
with more eaſe and ſafetie. And whenſoever they 
fhulde remove their fielde, the Cloſure was ſo _ 
: that 
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that they might take it aſunder in pieces, and 4 


great number of carpenters and others were re- 


tayned in wages to attend thereupon. And who- 


ſoever at that tyme had beene at Brages, at 


Dan, or at Scluſe, and had feene the buſineſſe 


that there was in chargyng and ladyng of 
ſhippes with haye, ſackyng of biſket, and 
ladyng of onyons, peaſon, beanes, barley, 
candelles, hofe, ſhoes, ſpurres, knyves, dag- 
gers, ſwordes, targettes, axes, mattockes, 
nayles of all fortes, wymbles, beddes, cowches, 
torches, piche, tarre, cables, ankers, ſhot- 


powder, ordinaunce, armor, and all other 
thinges neceſſarye that might be thought upon, 


as bootes, clokes, brydles, ſcalyng ladders, and 


a number of thinges more that I cannot reherce. 


Whoſoever (fayth Froiſſart) that had bene there 
and had ſeene it, although he had bene right 


fore ſicke, yet it woulde have made him to have 
forgotten both hys diſeaſe and paine. The 


luſtie yonkers of Fraunce talking among them- 
ſelves had almoſt none other talke, nor made 
none other accompt, but that the Realme of 
Englande ſhoulde have beene utterly ſpoyled 
and deſtroyed for ever and ever, without all 


mercie and recoverie, Of this great prepara- 
tion and proviſion the king of Englande and his 


counſayle were well informed, and the king 
was certainely afſured that the French king 
would come into Englande, for ſo had he and 


his nobles ſworne. And although at the firſt 


heryng of thys, wonderfull great proviſion, it 
dyd ſomewhat abaſhe the Engliſhmen, which 
Yu WAS 


(4). 
was no greate marvayle. For as the matter of 
itſelfe was very great, ſo the ſame wat reported to 
be ten times much more then it was. The erle 
Richard Arondell and ſyr Henry Spencer were 
ordeyned to keepe the ſea with 40 great ſhippes 
well furniſhed and trimmed with the number of 
300 men of armes and 600 archers. The pro- 
viſions that were made at thys ſeaſon at Dan and 
at Sluce it is not had in remembrance of man, 
er in wryting was ever the lyke ſeene or 
read, of the charges of this proviſion, for gold 
and ſilver was as faſt ſpent by the French king 
as though it had reigned out of the clowds, or 
that it had come out of the fome and ſkomme 
of the ſea.— The French king himſelfe, as 
yong as he was, had more minde and deſyre to 
this journey into England, then any other, and | 
ſo he ſhewed himſelfe alwayes to the ende there- 
of. And nowe to go forward, every man helped 
to make proviſion for other, and to garniſhe and 
bewtifie their ſhippes, and to paynt them with 
their armes, and to advance and make them a 
lorious ſhewe to the whole worlde. And as it 
is before ſayd, all that had been reherſed, and 
whatſoever elſe was done in France concerning 
the advauncement of this jorney was well knowen 
in Englande, which brought ſome feare among 
them, and therefore they cauſed dyvers general 
procęſſions to be made in every good towne and citie 
three times in the weeke, wherin prayer was made 
with fervent ſpirite and devocion unto almightie 
God to be their Protectour and ſhield againſt their 
enimies, and the perill that the realme was then p 
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And yet notwyth/tanding, there were in Englands 
at that tyme more than a hundreth thouſand that 
hartely wiſhed and defyred that the Frenchmen 
myght arryve in Englande. And thoſe luſtie young 
laddes, as triumphyng among themſelves and their 
companions would ſay, let theſe Frenchmen come, 
there ſhall not one tayle of them returne agayne into 
Fraunce. And ſuche as were in debt and cared not for 
the payment thereof, they, rejoiſing greatly at the com- 
ming of the Frenchmen, woulde ſaye to their credi- 
tors when they demaunded their debt of them ; Sirs, 
be you pacient a little and beare wyth us, for they 
forge in Fraunce newe floreyns wherewith ye ſhall 
be payde. And in iru/t thereof they lyved and 
ſpent very largely. And when they coulde not 
be credited, they woulde ſaye, what woulde ye have 
of us ? it were better for you that we ſhoulde ſpende 
freely the gooddes of this realme, rather then the 
Frenchmen comming hether ſhould finde and con- 
fume the ſame. The carle of Sariſbury, who 
was a right valiant and prudent knight, ſayde 
before the king and hys uncles, and before all 
the lords and prelates of England that were 
preſent in counſayle. Sir, my ſoverergne lord, and 
all ye my lords and other, it ought not to be mar- 
veyled at if our adverſary the French king doe 
come and runne upon us, for fithen the death of 
our late ſovereigne king Edward, this noble realme 
of England hath beene in great hazard and ad- 
venture to have beene loſt and deſtroyed even with 
tbe leude and naughtie people brought up and 
_ nouriſhed in the ſame, which thing is not hidden 
from Fraunce, and that which is worſe, it is well 
*. | » knowne 


4 


* Fnowne that we among oureſelves are not in perfite 
© love and unite, and that maketh our enimy ſo bolge. 
And hereunto I will ſpecyally direct my ſpeeche, to 
mode and exhort that peace, unitie, and love may 
be had amonge/t ourſelves, and THAT beying firſt 
had and faithfully and lovyngly graunted of every of 
us, wwe ſhall the better devyſe the reſiſtaunce and 
withſlandyng of our foreyn enimies.. Nowe when 
the earle of Sariſbury had ended his tale, there 
was no replie made, but with one voice they 
conſented to enter into deviſes for defence. 
And whereas the taxes and tallages were great 
in Fraunce : in like wiſe at that time they were 
great in Englande, ſo that the realme felt great 
= gnefe thereof “. 1 ett” ng 
There were at that time ready in England for 
defenſe, of good fighting men, a hundreth 
thouſand archers and ten thouſand men of armes. 
Nowe the tyme approched, that every man beganne 
in Fraunce to ſet forwarde crying and ſaiying, Now 
let us go on theſe curſed Engliſbemen who have done 
= /o many miſchiefes and wickedneſſe in Fraunce the 
= tyme is at bande, that we ſhall be revenged upon 
them for the death of our fathers, brethren and 
kinſmen whome they have cruelly flain and diſ- 
comfited, A 


* Many a man ſorowed longe after, but by cauſe the 
Commons ſawe it was nedefull, ſayde, it is not agaynſtreaſon 
thoughe we be taxed nowe, and ſo gyve of our goodes to 
= Kknyghtes and ſquyeres to defend 3 herytages and aurs. 
Ther was rayſed the ſame tyme in England for the de- 
tence of the country more than two millions of Floreyns. 
Froiſſart. 


Then 


( io ) | 
Then the Frenche king came to Arras, and 

daily there came downe people from all partes, 

in ſuch great numbers that the countrie was 


_ © almoſt eaten up. And to ſay truth, nothing 


remayned in the countrie; but it was taken from 
them, without making any payment for the 
fame. So that the poor Comons that had ga- 
thered together their cornes, had nothing left 
them but ſtrawe, and that alſo was taken 
from them, and if they made any complaint 
thereof, they were eyther beaten or flaine. 
Theſe pondes were fiſhed, there houſes beaten 
downe for fyre wood: ſo that if the Engliſhe 
men had arrived in that countrie, they could 
have done them no more hurt—neyther was 
it likely that they would have done ſo much 
hurt unto them as the Frenchemen did. | 

And when the poore pitifully called upon 
them for ſome amends, they anſwered, as | 
nowe we have no ſilver to pay, but when we 
returne we will bring inough, and then every | 
thing ſhall be fully aunſwered and payde. But 
rohen the poore people ſatve their goodes thus taten 
away and "ſpent, and they dur not complaine 
#hereof, they curſed them between their teeth, © 
ſaying ; Get ye into England, or to the Devill, ® 
and God graunt that ye never returne againe. 
The Frenche king came nowe to Liſte in i} 
Flaundyrs, and the report was, that there 

ſhould paſſe into England twenty thouſand 


knightes and ſquires, twenty thouſand croſs- 
bowes, and twenty thouſand of other men of 
warre, which were perſons that ſhould enter 


. | 

into England, and remaine in the fielde, be- 
fyde all the full furniture of the. whole navie 
upon the ſea, Sir Oliver Cliſſon was in Britteyn 
and was appoynted to bring with bim the Cloſure 
of the fielde made of tymber, whereof mencion is 
made before. And with the ſayde Sir Oliver 
Cliſſon, Counſtable of Fraunce, ſhould come 
out of Briteyn the beſt knightes and ſquires 
therein, for it was the Conſtable's purpoſe and 
entent, that no man ſhoulde enter into Eng- 
lande without he were a man of armes choſen. 
And he gave charge to the Admirall faying : 
fake hede that ye charge not our ſhippes with 
Verlettes and Boies, for they ſhall do more 
hurt than profite ; and they ordeyned all theyr 
buſineſſe in fo good order, that dyverſe were 
of that opinion, that if they might arrive alto- 
gether in England, whereas they entended to 
lande (and that was at Orwell Haven) howe 
that they ſhoulde have put the countrie in 
greate feare, and ſo they ſhoulde have done 
without all doubt. For the great lordes, both 
ſpirituall and temporall, and the people of the 
2 townes of England were in great doubt: 
ut the commons and poore people made ſmall 
accompt thereof, no more did the pore gen- 
tlemen, for they deſyred the warre, eyther to 
leaſe or to winne all. And they ſayde one to 
another, I truſt God hath fent us a good tyme, 
for that the French king will come into this 
countrie, he ſheweth himſelfe to be of a valiant 
courage, and we have not heard of three 
hundredth yeres paſt of a French King of like 
| courage, 
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courage, but he doth it to make his ſouldiers 
gvod men of warre : and we thanke him that he 
will thus viſite us, for nowe we ſhall attaine to 
ſome riches, or elſe ſhortly make an ende of 
ourlyves. Nowe the Frenche kinge came downe 
to Liſle, to ſhewe that the jorney pleaſed him, 
and to come the neerer to his paſſage. And yet 
all this time the duke of Berry was behinde, 
and came fayre and ſoftly, for he had no great 
appetite to thys journey of going into Eng- 
land: But his long taryeng was very diſplea- 
fant unto the king and to the duke of Bur- 
goyn and to the other lordes, for they would 
yne have bene gone. Still great proviſion . 
was made, which was very coſtly and dere unto 
them, for that which was not woorth 7 
_ thyllings, they payd zen ſhyllings, and yet 
they woulde nedes have it, for every man de- 
ſyred to be well furniſhed, in maner of an 
envie that everie man deſyred to be better 
appointed than other. And though the gteat 
Jordes were well payde their wages, other poore 
felowes bought the bargayne full dere, for ſome 
had owing unto them for a moneth's wages, 
and yet coulde get nothing. The treaſorer of 
tbe warres and clerkes of the chamber of accompts 
ſayde, Sirs, content you untill the next weeke, and 
then ye ſhall be payde, and ſo they were aunſwered 
weekely. And if any payment were made unto them, 
it was but for eyght dayes, when they were owing 
eyght weekes. So that ſome of the wiſer ſorte, 
when they ſawe this manner of d:alyng, and howe 
they were ſo evill payde, they were much "_ 
| . an 


1 


and ſayde, this voyage will be of fmall eſfect: 
for it is moſt lykely, or at leaſt to be greatly ſuſ- 
pected, bat ſo ſone as the money is collected and 
gathered of ſuche taxes as were ſet, that then they. 
will breake this jorney and retorne home agayne into 
their awwne countreyes, and thoſe which caſt theſe, 
doubts, and provided for themſelves, were wife. 
And dyvers lordes reſorted to the king at Scluſe, 
to knowe when they ſhould depart. And ever 
it was ſayde unto them, that within three or 
foure dayes, or when the duke of Berry doth 
come, and alſo that we have winde to ſerve us. 
And thus ever the time paſſed, and the dayes 
ſhortened, and the yere beganne to waxe foule, 
and colde, and the nightes long, the whiche 
expence and lofle of time muche greeved and of- 
fended the lordes, for that their charges were 
great and their victualles much diminiſhed. 
The duke of Berry toke his leave at Paris, and 
ſayde, that he would never enter there agai 
untill he had bene in England, although it ap- 
pered that he thought nothing leſſe. And in 
thys tyme the Conſtable of | nero departed 
from Lentringer, ſtandyng on the ſea fide in 
Briteine. He had 72 great ſhippes, and he 
had with him the Cloſure of the fielde made of 
tymber. And they had good winde at the 
begynnyng : But, when they approched neere 
to Englande, the winde roſe ſo fiercely, and 
was ſo tempeſtuous, about the entrie of Mer- 
gate, and the Thamys mouth, that their 
{hippes were ſcattered, ſo that 20 kept not to- 
3 i gether, 
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deyned to cloſe in the fielde, and certeine maſter 


(14) 
er, and ſome were driven perforce into 
hamys and taken by the Engliſhemen, and 


ſpecially there was taken two or three ſhippes Jaden 
with parte of the cloſure of tymber that was or- 


carpenters and artificers with them, and ſo they 
avere brought to London, wherat the king had 


great joy, and ſo had all the Londoners *. 


But the Conſtable and other Lords with much 
aine came to Scluſe to the French king. Of 
the Conftable's commyng and his companie 
the French king was right joyfull, and the 
king ſayd unto him: Sir Conſtable, when 


hall we depart? certainly I have great deſyr 


to ſee England, and mine uncle the duke of 
Berry will be here within theſe two dayes; 
and at the laſt the duke came to Scluſe to the 
king, and the Counſaile drew together, and 
the duke brake all this purpoſe, and ſayde 
flatly, that it was not meete to counſaile the 
French king, being but a childe, to take the 
ſea at this ſeaſon of the yere. And in the ende 


This Incloſure, or wall of wood, was twentie foot in 
heigth, and conteined in length, or in compaſs, three 
thouſand paſes; and at the end of everie twelve paſes 
ſtood a turret, able to receive ten men, than was higher 
than the reſt of the wall by ten feet at the leaſt, The lord 
William Beanchamp, captane of Calis, tooke two ſhips 
loden with the taid Incloſure ; and alſo, the maſter car- 
— of the Incloſure being an Engliſhman borne, but 

niſhed his countrie, two other ſhips were likewiſe taken 
whoſe burthen was parcels of the foreſaid frame, and the 
ſaid Incloſure was ſet up about Winchelſia towne. 

Holiuſhed. 


they 


( 
they concluded to differre that voyage untill 
Aprill. And ſo brake up this moſt wonderfull 
voyage for this tyme, which coſt the realme of 
Fraunce a hundreth thouſande frankes, thirtie 

mes tolde, which of. Engliſh money was 
-$33-333- 65s. 84. after nine frankes to the 


pounde, | 


THE END. 
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